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The great gravel conspiracy

A recent plan arrived at by HBRC's engineers would have required up to 300,000 cubic metres
of gravel to be trucked in from Waipawa to pre-fill the groynes. This was an estimated 46,000
truckloads; for example one truck working 12 hours a day, 5 days a week, 50 weeks a year for
31 years!!!

This extra gravel and additional re-nourishment could have cost of up to $15 million; over
three times the cost of the groynes themselves, making the project unaffordable to the
community.

WOW'’s coastal engineer believes that the groynes will fill naturally and that little, if any extra
gravel, will be needed resulting in the overall cost being slashed significantly.

Haumoana has kindly been offered a supply of Tukituki river gravel from private land only a
few kilometres away at a token cost. Even though this gravel is sitting in the riverbed and on
its slow journey to the sea, one council officer has suggested it might not be suitable. WOW
has had the area surveyed and is satisfied this is the ideal source, if fill is required.

HBRC's logic is hard to follow because on one hand they say this gravel may not be suitable for
the groynes but they plan to use the same stuff for the proposed Ruataniwha dam! HBRC
reckon that trucking 3,400 cubes a year from below black bridge and dumping it the Tuki
mouth will compensate for the 134,000 cubes that would be blocked every year by the dam.
So that’s 3,400 cubes to mitigate for the downstream impact of the dam, and up to 300,000
cubes for the groynes? Something’s not right there..

Another example of the “one rule for us, tougher rules for everyone else” playing field
happened at Awatoto in 2012. HBRC built a groyne on the beach out of basic concrete
akmons and limestone rocks, but insists the Haumoana groynes require a super expensive,
armour-plated design.

Sort it out guys

HDC has organised a ‘caucus session’on 8 August. Dave Serjeant will negotiate with the
engineers to agree on the revised plan including mitigation measures for downstream effects.
This would allow any gravel volumes to be decided on and finally nail the cost of the project.
With HDC and community support, the proposal would go up for a resource consent. Either
independent commissioners or the Environment Court would be used to rise above the local
bias and make a common sense decision for the good of all.

« WOW technical team

For only $35 you can help to raise public
awareness by attaching a stunning 'Save
the Cape Coast' corflute sign to your
house or fence. Text your details to 027
386 7907 or email
agoodin@slingshot.co.nz
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Coastal crusader

aims for Hastings seat

Longstanding Cape Coast resident Ann Redstone, chairperson of erosion protection
group WOW (Walking On Water) Inc, has announced her intention to stand for the
Heretaunga Ward in the forthcoming Hastings District Council elections.

WOW has a strong membership who
have supported us through the five years
of campaigning for a solution for erosion
along the Cape Coast. We're closer now
than ever to a practical, affordable,
sustainable solution.

Annual membership of WOW is only $5
(although larger donations are of course
welcomed).

This year we're offering a special
incentive to renew your
membership and for
new members to
join us. As well
as being first
to get all the
updates and
news on our
progress, you
will gointo a
draw for a
lunch for two
people plus coffees
at the wonderful Clifton
Café.

Simply pay your membership fee to our
bank account with your name and in the
other field:‘membership’and send our
Treasurer an email with your details
before the end of August.

WOW's bank account # is:
Walking On Water - TSB Bank
153979 0002066 00

or send a cheque or cash with your
name, address, email and phone number
to WOW Treasurer

Tracey Saxton

23 Clifton Rd

Haumoana

Email: sarcy@xtra.co.nz

With HDC paying for the cost of a resource consent
through the Environment Court, and contributing
what would otherwise go toward creating a new
access road to Te Awanga, there will be minimal
contribution expected from the public.

Ms Redstone, who has three grown-up sons and

She believes it's time for a strong voice on council to ensure
the coastal community gets a fairer hearing, with
‘managed retreat’taken off the table permanently and
the current WOW groyne proposal progressed to reality.

Ms Redstone, the convener and founding member of
the WOW group, has been its chairperson since it
formed in 2009, sayss there’s been too much
misinformation getting into the public domain about
the cost of the groyne field, its effectiveness and

four young grandchildren, has a solid knowledge of
the Heretaunga ward area, having moved to
Haumoana in 1983 after being resident in Clive and
Hastings for most of her life.

She has wide ranging experience across many fields
including business management, construction,
horticulture and the health sector.

“l am very passionate about this region

who's expected to pay.

She says the current proposal up for
discussion between the experts at a special
meeting in Auckland on August 8 could
cost as little as $5 million.

and if elected to the Hastings District
Council will give my full effort to the
Heretaunga ward and the city,
particularly working on behalf of
those who struggle to have a voice.”
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